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Investing in the future...
One student at a time.
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Detroit-Area Mentoring Organization Begins New Era

New Executive Director Appointed at Student Mentor Partners…Promises Support and Assistance for At-Risk Kids

(St. Clair Shores, MI) – No one should take education for granted, nor should any child who dreams of graduating from high school, be told he or she cannot.  Student Mentor Partners is a Metro Detroit-area organization that wants to make sure all kids are given a chance at quality education.  SMP also provides youth with an adult mentor to help them navigate those, at times, difficult years.

Founded in 1998, the organization accepts low income, academically underachieving students from all over Metro Detroit and provides them with financial aid, allowing them to attend one of 11 quality private schools. The child is also matched with a 4-year mentor who can help the child with many of the challenges he or she may encounter both in school and in everyday life.

SMP recently named Tyler MacEachran as executive director. MacEachran comes to the organization with nearly 20 years of leadership and non-profit experience, having recently served as Vice President of the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan.

“It’s a remarkable program,” said MacEachran. “I was immediately drawn to the position because of our mission and our proven results.  In a little more than a decade, 98% of the kids that complete our program graduate from high school and go on to attend college.”   This is a sharp contrast to the city of Detroit success rate, where 60% of students never graduate from high school (more than twice the national average of drop outs).”

MacEachran has plans to increase program participation and funding for Student Mentor Partners and draw more attention to at-risk kids. “We know they’re out there and they need us,” he said. “There’s proof that mentoring works, and I’m determined to make sure these kids are given the help and the support they need.”

Mentors who participate in the program make a 4-year commitment to a student and they pledge to spend at least 4 hours each month with that child, providing guidance, encouraging successful study and behavior habits and promoting their development as students and as mature young adults.

“Tyler is a great match for our organization which is on track to grow significantly,” said Board President, Dr. Paul Edwards. “His skills, innovative ideas, passion, and his understanding of the needs of kids will lead SMP into the future.”

“The relationships that are formed are downright magical,” said MacEachran. “We have mentors and mentees who have maintained long-time bonds that would not have come about unless this program was in existence.  At SMP, we are investing in the future of Metro Detroit, one student at a time”.

#    #    #
For more information on Student Mentor Partners or to volunteer, please call 586-445-6295 or email tyler.m@studentmentorpartners.org.  Student Mentor Partners is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization as defined by the IRS Code, EiN 38-3424179. All contributions to Student Mentor Partners are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

